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Hemi hero Hess grabs first national event win

by Kevin McKenna

In a stark contrast to many of the racers who
participate in the NHRA Mopar Hemi Challenge
events, Bucky Hess does actually enjoy the bracket
racing aspects of Super Stock, and he isn't shy
about hot-lapping his 160-mph Hemi Barracuda
through a long day of eliminations. Hess fulfilled
a longtime goal at the NHRA Virginia Nationals
when he defeated Grant Lewis for the Super
Stock title, a victory that helped ease the pain of
an early round loss in last month's Hemi
Challenge event at the Mae Tools U.S. Nationals.

“For the second year in a row, 1 blew up my
good engine the week before Indy, so when [ got
to the Hemi Challenge, [ had no chance,” said

About the winning car

ucky Hess' King Kuda Il was built by Phil

Mandella, and the stunning paint scheme was
applied by Hess and his son, Travis, in their auto
body shop, Bucky's Ltd., in Bunker Hill, W.Va. Joe
Clark supplied the Hemi engine, which is fitted
with components from Manley, Jesel, Braswell
Carburetors, HRE Manifolds, Herb Geibler
Headers, and Moroso. Pro Trans supplied the
transmission, which is fitted with an ATI
converter. The car is also has Lamb brakes,
American Racing wheels, and Mickey Thompson
tires and runs on VP Fuels.

In addition to wife Jeannie, son Travis, and
daughter Lauren; Hess thanked Cole McAllister;
Gene Strauss; Phil Mandella; Nelson Grimes;
Marty Rinehart; the Ewing brothers; the Worner
family; Bill Leber and his girlfriend, Cheryl Shaw;
and Racers For Christ. Hess also dedicated the
win to his engine builder, Clark, who recently
underwent bypass surgery.
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Hess. “Even worse, | got beat by Hemi cars in
heads-up runs twice this vear. | couldn't seem to
get away from them. It was so bad that before we
left for Richmond, 1 told my wife, Jeannie, 'If
there is another Hemi car on the entry list, we
aren't going.” "

Fortunately for Hess, there were no other
55/AH cars in Richmond, and he managed to
avoid a potentially disastrous heads-up run. In
contrast to his previous outings, Hess actually had
some good fortune in his corner when he
benefited from two single runs and two redlights
by his opponents, including James Antonette Jr.,
the son of Richmond Super Comp winner James
Sr., and former national champion Chuck
Gallagher, In the final, Hess was second off the
starting line against Lewis but once again ran
right on his dial to earn the win.

“I thought I could push him under [his dial],
and my plan actually came together,” said Hess.
“We hit the finish line, and [ looked at my win
light, and it wasn't on, and then I looked over at
his, and it wasn't on either. It seemed forever, but

(Bottom) Bucky Hess, who, along
nearly two decades, finally earned
Mhmmmmm

mm near
lane, drave his show-quality SS/AH
'69 Barracuda to an 8.70 on his

8.70 dial in the final round to stop

Grant Lewis, who broke out.

it finally came on in my lane. All I could think
wag thank the Lord. It was almost like time stood
still for a few seconds.

“T always knew I could do this, 1 just didn't
know when it would happen,” he said. “The funny
thing is that this is probably one of the worst jobs
I've ever done of driving at a national event, and I

Hess also ran dead on his dial during his semifinal win over Emily Stott's wheelstanding 55/HA Camaro. Stott
was even with Hess off the starting line but ran a tenth over her dial,



{Above) Lewis gave Jog Tysinger
a 1.5-second head start in round
four but was able to run him
down o win with a .02-over
9.02. (Right) Stott gained more
than six-hundredths off the
starting line in her quarterfinal
race against James “Hunt"
Sharron's Duragloss Camaro
and held on for the win with a
03-over 10.27.

ended up winning it. | didn't do a great job, but 1
am driving with a lot of confidence, and I think
that has made a big difference. [ still want to go
back to Indy and win the Hemi Challenge, but 1
also want to win another national event, This one
was so much fun.”

The key race: Hess ran right on his dial in his
semifinal race against Emily Stott but didn't need
to because he was comfortably ahead. “At the
1,10Mfoot mark, [ was right beside her," said
Hess. *I probably didn’t make it as close as [
ghould have, but it was enough. It's nice when
those rounds start going your way.”

The runner-up: Lewis is one of NHRA’s most
diverse drivers, having raced successfully in
everything from Stock to Pro Stock. Lewis, a
multi-time Southeast Division champion, reached
his latest final round with a strong performance
that included wins over Joe Tysinger and recent
Jegs NHRA Northern SPORTSnationals champion
Byron Worner,

{Left) Lewis, left, with his friend and executive chef,
Bob Smith, reached his 14th career final round
following a double-breakout win over recent Jegs
NHRA Northern SPORTSnationals winner Byron Worner
in the semifinals (above).

{Above) Worner put together a great run in round four
with a .000 light and a 9.92 on his 9.89 dial to beat
former Stock national champion Michael lacono, who
had a solid effort of his own and was just .05-second
behind at the finish line,

Fast facts: Stephen McCreary won the NHRA
Best Appearing Car award for his Pontiac Sunfire.
... Eventual runner-up Lewis was also the low
qualifier with a 9.070 from his SS/EM entry. ...
Worner posted the only perfect reaction time in
his round-four win over Michael lacono.

Did you know: In addition to Hess, the only
S58/AH drivers to win a national event this decade
are Jerry Jenkins and Bob Mazzolini, who scored
in Las Vegas in 2002 and 2006, respectively.

Quotable: “After I won the Hemi Challenge at
Indy a few years ago, I said that the only thing
that I was missing was a national event win. Now
I've got that. | must have gotten 100 phone calls
since I got home.” — Bucky Hess

Best p&ﬂh’ﬂﬂﬁﬁ: 1. Emily Stott (Columbus,
N.C.), .002/10.249 (10.24 dial), round three: 2.
Gary Ewing (Bel Air, Md.), .002/10.130 (10.12
dial), round one; 3. Byron Worner (Duncannon,
Pa.), .005/9.888 (9.88 dial), round two, ND

(Top 16 of 52 Qualifiers)
1. Grant Lewis, Jesup, G2 (55/EM '05 Grand Am) .. ............. 259
L Gary Ewing, Bel Alr, Md. [55/.14 68 Camart) ................ W15
3. Doug Chervanik, Suntery, Pa. {GT/LA ‘82 Camert). ........... 30T
4. Anfony Berinz, Ashland, Va. {S5/A5 06 Cobalf)............. L3981
5. Briam Dakes, Willamstown, NLJ. {SS/CA 58 Camars). ... i
6. Morm Hadl, Walder!, Md. (GT/CA 05 Cavalier).............. M
7. Brian McClanahan, Alts Loma, Calif. [$S/FA '67 Camare] ... L%
B James Aronetie Jr. New Hyde Park, KLY, (3505 90 Grand A} ... B508
8. Jimmy Spedl, Slesdman, N.C. [ST/X %0 Camare) .............. 37}
10. Bob Cupp, Alexandria, Va. {S5/KA 85 Chevelle) ., ............ 15N
11, Jon Tysinges, Wrightsville Bch, NLC. [T/MA "87 Firebird) ... . 1R.S
12 Larry Mohar, Hagersiows, M. (5514 '68 Camara) .. . ... 1808
12, Tom Shothan, Balle Vernon, Pa. (GT/HA 00 Sebring) . ......... ML3E
14. Stephen McCreary, Cana, Va. (SS/BX 05 Susfire).............. LIS
15, Cwck GaBaghes, Lexington, ALC. [S5/8M 'S Senbird). ......... 858
16. S¢an Gafiney, Rockland, Onk (SS/GA 'G5 Chevy ..., . ...... BES1
SUPER ROUND TWO
Drives, Hometown Class:Car} G AT EI
Briaen Qakes, Wilkamstown, W.J. [S5/C4 ‘50 Camara).. ... 99 (025 A
iz Feialz, Stadesilie, NG (558 68 Camary) 0 LR S
Joa Tysinger, Wrightovllle Bk, MLC. (GTAA 97 Firsbied) ... 1050 [008) 1043
Pobbie Hudiow, Monrovia, bd. (S5/0M 96 Achieny ... ... 851 (0090 &8
Hunl Sharron, Groesshers, W.C. (GT/BA ‘67 Comure) ..., 056 [0538) 858
Bty Wares, Cliston, W.C. (55048 8% Frebi) 04 [(HEyiE
Grant Lowis, Jesup, Gz, (SSEM ‘05 Gand AB).............. 00 (o1
Sephen McCreary Cana, Vo SORX S Sundvy ............ BT8 (06T BEF
Byron Worser, Duncansen, Pa. (SS/A ‘95 Camara). ... 0E3 (D05 A8
Norm Hall, Wabdorf, Md. (GT/CA 05 Cawaber). ......_......... 055 (018 =255
Tom Sheshan, Beile Vernon, Py, (GT/HA 0 Sebring) ... 100 (006 10
Marty Finehiart Jr, Thomasvile, Pe. (S5EA T3 Camarg) Bn (03 R
Michas! lacens, Wading River MY, (ST/0A 87 Camaenl. ... 4p (0 GBS
Sean Gaflney, Rockiand, Oal (5554 B8 Chevy 6 (100 AEE
Buacky Bess, Bunker Hil, WY, (S50AH 88 Barracuda). ... k(s A
Jarmes Aot Jr Mew Elyde Park, WY, (905 'S0 Grandl A, ., 952 (008 R5E
Billy Lsber, Tosamanda, ALY, (SSTB 25 M. ....0v0vvees 810 R A
Jack Sepansi, Meoskc, P S58A B3 Canarg ... 935 (o4 o
Riom Rickarty, Dby, Dk (S5/AM "2 Camae. ... 97 (0S8 LEM
Steven Jobeson, Dobson, NG (S5TM 95 GandAmy. ... ... B0 008 5202
Chack Galagher, Livinglon, K. [55/8M "4 Susbied)., ..., 48 (005 4SS
Gary Ewing, el A, ML (SS0A B9 Camarcy. ..., 1009 (108 DOAGE
Emily Stolf, Columbes, MLC. [S55A ‘6 Camara, ..., 1004 ({38 Dot
Beian McCiughen, At Loma, Cali (5078 7 Camass). ... ... 953 (034) =3EM
Fryan McClanabas, Alta Loma, Calf, (S5/8M 09 Cobalr] . ... B4 (g Al
Michas Allen, Aston, Pa. (GTVAA 01 Frsfamlt] ., 09 (0 masn
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